the Cassini mission to Saturn, these will power the spacecraft on its nine-year journey to Pluto, says Orlando Figueroa, deputy associate administrator for programmes at NASA's Science Mission Directorate in Washington DC. To keep the satellite on schedule for the January 2006 launch date, the lab must deliver all the elements by the end of the year.
But on 4 August, Los Alamos director Peter Nanos said that it would take roughly two months for work at the lab to resume. Mission planners are racing to figure out how to work the delay into their schedule. 
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The two-week launch window in January 2006 is important because it would allow the craft to bounce off Jupiter's gravitational field on its way to Pluto. New Horizons could potentially launch in February 2007, but it would not be able to use Jupiter as a springboard and so would face an additional three to four years of travel time. Contingency plans drawn up by NASA put the extra costs, such as the need to run a mission control centre for longer than expected, at $67 million.
In the coming months,mission planners will consider the implications of redesigning the mission so that it uses fewer fuel pellets."People are looking at lots and lots of remedies," says Stern. Adding batteries that can be used to power up instruments when the craft arrives at Pluto is one possibility.Another is that some of the spacecraft's eight science instruments could be removed, says Figueroa.
The fuel shortage is the most pressing problem currently facing the mission, but it is by no means the only challenge. Figueroa says that the launch rocket still needs final approval. And because the mission uses nuclear power, the launch-approval process is more lengthy than normal."This is a lesson in risk management,"he says. During previous investigations, Franke and Berendonk unearthed documents that he is using to compile a report on Jenapharm's involvement. The report, due at the end of August, could make uncomfortable reading for the company, as Franke claims he will be able to provide evidence of Jenapharm's links to the doping programme.
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